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ABSTRACT 
 
This study has explored the development of rural tourism in Zhu Kula Village, Pingchuan 
Town, Dali City, Yunnan Province, China. In order to obtain the objectives as follows: to study an 
impact of Zhu Kula village rural tourism on rural development; to study the obstacles of sustainable 
tourism development of Zhu Kula village, this study applies a quantitative method to understand rural 
tourism development through  interviews and a questionnaire survey, measuring villagers' opinions on 
rural tourism development. This study randomly selected 76 households and 100 tourists and chose 5 
key informants to conduct interview surveys. The results show that 74% of the villagers support the 
development of local rural tourism, while 98.6% of the villagers believe that this tourism has 
increased their income and improved their living standards and 97.4% of them agree that tourism 
promotes local rural development, and most of tourists (95%) deem lack of recreational facilities as 
the main reason hindering the development of local tourism. The results show that the development of 
rural tourism projects has had a positive impact on Zhu Kula, which is conducive to promoting local 
rural development and accelerating economic development. In order to achieve the goal of relying on 
tourism to help Zhu Kula villagers get rid of poverty and increase wealth. Thus, the government 
should support the development of local tourism to improve the management of Zhu Kula tourism, 
such as attracting company investment, increasing entertainment facilities, developing entertainment 
projects, and improve the tourism service system, to promote sustainable development of rural 
tourism in Zhu Kula village. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
In both developed and developing countries, tourism is frequently supposed to be a viable means of 
raising the economic activity of regions [1]. There is no clear definition of rural tourism in the field of 
tourism hospitality. There is common agreement that rural tourism is not only an agriculture based 
tourism activity, but also a multifaceted tourism activity, which includes not only the agriculture 
based holiday tourism, but also natural tourism and eco-tourism [2]. Rural tourism is a kind of 
tourism that allows tourists to engage in all kinds of leisure activities in typical rural environments 
such as farms, pastures, etc. (to provide accommodation for tourists) [3]. The Committee on world 
economic cooperation and development (OECD) Stated that rural tourism is characterized by 
“tourism in rural areas, rural scenery is the center and unique selling point of rural tourism” [4]. In the 
narrowest sense, rural tourism is a kind of tourist activity, attracting tourists from rural areas and 
peoples and cultures [5]. Rural tourism is defined as leisure, tourism, hiking and holiday activities in 
rural areas, attracting rural natural scenery, agricultural production activities, farm life and folk 
culture and other natural cultural landscapes [6]. Rural tourism seeks to target urban residents 
bringing them to the countryside with rural scenery and activities, to meet the tourists' entertainment 
learning and returning to nature and other aspects [7].  Rural tourism will promote the development of 
rural areas. Rural development hopes to improve the quality of economic well-being of people living 
and living in rural areas, often in relatively isolated and sparsely populated areas [8]. Rural 
development has traditionally centered on the development of land-intensive natural resources such as 
agriculture and forestry. However, changes in global production networks and increased urbanization 
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have changed the characteristics of rural areas. More and more tourism, niche manufacturers, and 
entertainment venues have replaced the economic drivers of resource extraction and agriculture [9]. 
Another feature of rural development generally refers to the process of improving the quality of life 
and economic well be of people living in relatively isolated and sparsely populated areas [10]. The 
relationship between urban areas and rural areas are a very unique one, and for this reason, there are a 
variety of ways in which rural development can be applied globally [11]. Rural tourism is one of the 
policies to promote rural development. China's rural tourism develops rapidly. There are many 
famous rural tourist attractions, such as Wuyuan, was known as “the most beautiful village in China”. 
Honghe Hani Folk Village and so on. Tourism resources are abundant, tourism sites have their own 
characteristics, and tourists are numerous. The development of rural tourism has changed the 
development of the local economy, but it has also affected the lives of local residents. The influence 
of tourism can be negative and positive. A good tourism development plan can lead to sustainable 
tourism development. The government and villagers get benefit. On the contrary, if rural tourism is 
not well planned, a large amount of capital is lost, there are conflicts among partners and local 
development is constrained. Thus this study aimed 1) To study an impact of Zhu Kula village rural 
tourism on rural development; 2). To study the obstacles of sustainable tourism development of in 
Zhu Kula village. 
 
2. METHODOLOGY  
This study mainly uses quantitative research methods. Questionnaire survey and theoretical analysis 
and at the same time supplemented by interviews the researchers design two questionnaires through 
the conceptual framework of the study. 
Taro Yamane formulas were used to calculate the size of sample, then questionnaire surveys by 
simple random sampling: A sample of 76 household was selected to conduct a questionnaire survey 
on the satisfaction of villagers on rural tourism. A sample of 100 tourists was selected for the 
satisfaction survey of tourists. The survey was conducted in July 2018 at Zhu Kula Village, 
Pingchuan Town, Dali, Yunnan, China. 
2.1 Data analysis  
Researchers used quantitative analysis method to analyze the impact of the development of Zhu Kula 
rural tourism project on Zhu Kula villagers, positive or negative. 76 households were surveyed by 
questionnaires. SPSS was used to analyze the degree of family support for rural tourism projects. 
Used to assess the impact of the development of Zhu Kula rural tourism project. (5-Strongly agree to 
1-Strongly disagree) analyzes the impact of rural tourism on the economy, social culture and 
agriculture, mainly on the local economy. Crosstab and Chi-square are also used to analyze whether 
rural tourism increases local employment opportunities and the employment of villagers. 
Statistical hypotheses: 
H0: There is relationship between the villager employment and increase employment opportunities. 
H1: There is no relationship between the villager employment and increase employment 
opportunities. Let p1=p2 are villager employment and increase employment opportunities.H0:p1=p2, 
H1: p1≠p2, Two-side test. 
However, in the analysis of the obstacles to sustainable development of tourism in Zhu Kula village, 
the researchers interviewed the villagers to understand the problems in the development of rural 
tourism in Zhu Kula, and used SPSS to analyze the satisfaction of tourists to the village tourism, to 
understand the drawbacks of Zhu Kula rural tourism and the obstacle of sustainable tourism 
development of Zhu Kula village.  
 
3. RESULTS OF STUDY 
3.1 The establishment of the Rural Tourism community of Zhu Kula 
The Zhu Kula rural tourism process is mainly composed of 4 parts. Under the leadership of the 
government, 1) policy support, the government established a coffee cooperative to carry out rural 
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tourism project construction in accordance with the poverty alleviation policy; 2) providing financial 
support, strengthening infrastructure construction, tourism routes construction, the introduction of 
coffee technology, and the transformation of industrial development. Exhibition methods to promote 
the development of rural tourism in Zhu Kula; 3) tourism projects, investment, looking for partners, 
building a coffee museum, inheriting the history of coffee culture, repairing churches, setting up a 
viewing platform for visitors to view, tourism services, such as the placement of trash cans; 4) 
tourism publicity, application for coffee immaterial cultural heritage, the protection and inheritance of 
Zhu Kula coffee history and culture, the organization of coffee economic forum, the establishment of 
coffee festival, expand influence, promote the development of tourism.  
3.2 Characteristics of rural tourism 
 The rural tourism of Zhu Kula belongs to the historical and cultural tourism. Zhu Kula coffee has a 
long history of cultural heritage, which fully reflects the cultural collision and integration between the 
East and the West. During the coffee planting process of more than 100 years, it has formed and 
retained the unique local processing of coffee beans, potted coffee, and coffee as daily drinks. The 
unique and rich mountain original ecological coffee culture, such as coffee entertainment, as well as 
the local ethnic minority culture, such as the Yi ethnic minority torch festival, dancing and songs, and 
the long table banquet and other production and life customs of the combination of ethnic and folk 
culture. Visitors can enjoy the centuries-old coffee grove, view the natural scenery, experience the 
rural life, taste the coffee made by the local method, and feel the unique existence of the village 
endowed by the Western coffee culture through the Zhu Kula Coffee Culture Museum. 
3.3 Activity that household participate 
The activities of Zhu Kula village mainly include: 1) Coffee Culture Exhibition. The coffee culture 
show includes the Coffee History Museum, the ancient coffee forest, the Christian church; 2) the 
village scenery, visitors can enjoy the scenery of the Yupao River, the architectural features of ethnic 
minorities, etc.; 3) Picking coffee beans, when the coffee beans are ripe, usually held Picking coffee 
beans. Visitors can help coffee growers pick beans, they can also buy coffee from coffee growers; 4) 
experience minority culture. There are many minority cultures, such as the Torch Festival, long table 
banquets, singing and dancing performances, etc. Local villagers will invite visitors to participate in 
activities to enjoy happy time together. Regarding around 9% of tourists spend mainly on 
accommodation, 64% of tourists spend mainly on food, 1% of the tourists spend mainly on 
entertainment, 10% of the tourists spend mainly on shopping, and 16% of the tourists spend mainly 
on transportation (Table 1). 
 
Table 1: Traveling cost of tourist of rural tourism in Zhu Kula village 
Item Frequency Percentage (%) 
Accommodation 9 9.0 
Diet 64 64.0 
Entertainment 1 1.0 
Shopping 10 10.0 
Transportation 16 16.0 
However, according to the survey results, among the 76 selected samples, male: one person did not 
support rural tourism, 42 people supported rural tourism; female: one person did not support rural 
tourism, 32 people supported rural tourism. According to the total analysis, the supporters are more 
than the non-supporters, indicating that the local villagers believe that rural tourism development can 
bring benefits to them, so they also actively cooperate with the government and support the 
government's work, and support rural tourism development projects (Table 2) 
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T able 2: the opinion of villager about tourism 
Gender View on rural tourism  
Non-support support Total  
Male 1 42 43 
Female 1 32 33 
Total 2 74 76 
3.4 Household satisfaction for rural tourism in Zhu Kula village 
The household satisfaction with the increase income is 4.66, indicating that  households strongly agree 
with the increase income; the average satisfaction rate of the household for the increase employment 
opportunities is 4.20, indicating that the household agrees because of rural tourism, increased 
employment opportunities for them; for the improved living standards, the average household 
satisfaction is 4.61, indicating that they strongly agree that their living standards have improved 
because of rural tourism; promote the processing of agricultural products, the average of household 
satisfaction rate is 4.09, indicating that they agree; for the new industry chain appears, the average 
number of household satisfaction is 3.99, indicating that they agree because of rural tourism, appear 
new industry chain (Table 3) 
3.5. The impact of rural tourism in Zhu Kula village. 
The relationship between the villager employment and the increase in employment opportunities by 
Cosstabulation analysis. There is only one tour guide, and the other villagers’ occupations have not 
changed, and are still farmers, according to the results. It is concluded that 26 (100%) of the farmers 
strongly agree in favor of the rural tourism project to provide them with employment opportunities, 42 
(100%) of the farmers agree, 5 (83.7%) of the villagers are neutral, and the remaining 1 (16.7%), 1 
(100%) of the villagers disagreed, the results showed that most villagers believe that rural tourism has 
an impact on their employment opportunities, and it is a positive impact. Then, we can check whether 
the villager employment and the increase in employment opportunities in the project are related or not 
on the rural tourism projects through the chi-square test. According to results of Pearson Chi-Square, 
the hypotheses were formulated as Asymp. Sig. (2-sided), P-value=0.019<0.05, so reject H0 at 
significance level 0.05, this is the relationship between the villager employment and the increase in 
employment opportunities (Table 4, 5). 
It shows the relationship between rural tourism increased employment opportunities and villager’s 
employment. The results shows that Zhu Kula rural tourism is related to the farmer’s employment. 
Rural tourism has had an impact on the work of local villagers. Farmers that relied on growing crops 
found their incomes were single and unstable. When rural tourism projects were launched, the 
government invested funds, increased projects, built roads, repaired houses, etc., as well as work 
related to rural tourism, such as knowledge. Some farmers have become tour guides. Although the 
management of rural tourism is imperfect, there are many other jobs. Farmers participate in the 
construction of rural tourism projects, such as repairing tourist routes, repairing houses, and repairing 
scenic spots. Farmers have helped build rural tourism. Income from the project, rural tourism added 
more employment opportunities to the villagers and increased the income of the villagers. 
3.6 The obstacle of sustainable tourism development of Zhu Kula village 
Tourist evaluation of rural tourism of Zhu Kula rural tourism is illustrated by bar chart. The higher 
satisfaction of tourists is the communication facilities, ecological environment, communication 
facilities (64%, 27%). This shows that the communication facilities in Zhu Kula village are well 
constructed, because Zhu Kula is located in the deep mountain, so the communication facilities are 
more important for the local people and tourists. The degree of satisfaction with the ecological 
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environment (52%, 45%) showed that tourists liked Zhu Kula rural tourism environment very much, 
and the natural landscape and scenery were loved by tourists. On the contrary, tourists were most 
dissatisfied with tourism activities (79%) and cultural entertainment (91%, 2%). The reasons that 
hinder the development of Zhu Kula village tourism are traffic, tourism activities, diet, cultural 
entertainment, tourism safety. However, tourists are satisfied with the local ecological environment 
and communication. This indicated that the local entertainment facilities were lacking, and the national 
characteristics and culture were not strong. Lack of entertainment projects, cannot retain tourists, and 
most visitors maintain a neutral view, indicating that these projects need to be strengthened through 
development, construction and management. If the government and committee of Zhu Kula village 
solve these problems, which hinder the development of tourism, they will attract more tourists and 
bring great benefits to the local area 
Table 3: Overall Satisfaction Level of Household for Rural Tourism   
 
Item 
Number 
Mean Std. Deviation 
 
Meaning 
Increase income 4.66 0.623 Strongly agree 
Increase job opportunity 4.20 0.749 Agree 
Improve living standards 4.61 0.634 Strongly agree 
Promote the processing of 
agricultural products 
4.09 0.969 Agree 
New industry chain appears 3.99 0.702 Agree 
Table 4: Crosstabulation of villager employment and the increase employment opportunities on rural 
tourism in Zhu Kula village 
Rural tourism increases employment opportunities * Villagers employment 
Crosstabulation 
 Villagers employment 
 
 
 
Total Tour guide Farmer 
Rural tourism 
increases 
employment 
opportunities 
Strongly disagree - 1(100%) 1(100%) 
Disagree - 1(100%) 1(100%) 
Neutral 1(16.7%) 5(83.7%) 6(100%) 
Agree - 42(100%) 42(100%) 
Strongly agree - 26(100%) 26(100%) 
 
Table 5: The relationship the villager employment and the increase employment opportunities in Zhu 
Kula village by Chi-Square Tests 
Chi-Square Tests 
 Value df 
Asymp. 
Sig. (2-
sided) 
Pearson Chi-Square 11.822a 4 .019 
Likelihood Ratio 5.242 4 .263 
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Linear-by-Linear Association 2.592 1 .107 
N of Valid Cases 76   
 
a. 7 cells (70.0%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum expected count is .01. 
  
4.DISCUSSION and CONCLUSION 
In this study, rural tourism has had a positive impact on the local economy, especially increasing 
economic income and improving living standards. Tourism has brought tourists and raised consumption, 
so in tourism projects, villagers can sell their produce and earn more. The results of this research 
correspond with other researchers, with similar findings. Rural tourism is helpful for the development of 
the rural economy. Wang Yu(2012) mentioned that the most direct and most significant benefit of rural 
tourism is to increase farmers' income, increase fiscal revenue, and promote the development of the 
local economy. Wei Jin, Xue Dongqian (2010) research results are that rural tourism development can 
promote the rural economy. Development, improving farmers' income, protecting rural culture, and 
stabilizing society; Gu Xiaohe and Huang Yucheng(2006) research found that rural tourism increases 
rural economic income, improves local living standards, creates new employment opportunities, and 
expands the employment path of rural residents and has a certain stabilizing effect on the development 
of rural economy; Zhang Huanzhou(2009) mentioned in his research that rural tourism can promote 
rural economic transformation, promote rural social stability, improve living standards, and create  
economic benefits through development. This fully demonstrates that rural tourism is one of the most 
effective ways to promote rural development and can bring many benefits to the villagers.  
However, in the study, it was found that the most important constraints of local rural tourism 
development factors are lack of recreational facilities, inadequate catering services, traffic problems and 
lack of cultural entertainment. The results show that the development of rural tourism projects has a 
positive impact on Zhu Kula, which is conducive to promoting local rural development and promoting 
economic development. In order to achieve the goal of relying on tourism to help the villagers of Zhu 
Kula get rid of poverty and gain wealth. Therefore, the government should support the development of 
local tourism to improve the management of Zhu Kula rural tourism, such as attracting company 
investment, increasing entertainment facilities, developing entertainment projects, improving the 
tourism service system, and promoting the sustainable development of Zhu Kula rural tourism. 
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